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Editorial Article 

“I will take this country down as I put it up”  Isaias Afewerki 
For	those	of	you	reading	this	article,	you	might	

ask	 yourself—Is	 this	 real?	The	 answer	 to	 your	

question	lies	whether	or	not	you	believe	that	a	

drunken	person	speaks	his/her	true	inner	feel-

ings	and	thoughts.		

Ambassador	Andebrhan	Welde-Ghiorgis	 in	his	

new	 book,	 Eritrea	at	a	Crossroads,	 A	 Narra-

tive	of	Triumph,	Betrayal	and	Hope,	writes	the	

following.	 “He	 has	 thus	 turned	 a	 non-issue	

into	 an	 issue	 in	 his	 mind’s	 eye,	 because	 of	

which	 he	 suffers	 from	 a	 rejection	 complex	

verging	 on	 identity	 crisis	 that	 occasionally	

surfaces	when	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	

or	 seized	of	drunken	brawls”””” page 322 .   The	 writ-

er	 continues	 to	 say,	 329 “In one such incident, 
Isaias blurted, “I know that you call me Agame “I know that you call me Agame “I know that you call me Agame “I know that you call me Agame 
behind my back. I will show you! I will take this behind my back. I will show you! I will take this behind my back. I will show you! I will take this behind my back. I will show you! I will take this 
country down as I put it up”country down as I put it up”country down as I put it up”country down as I put it up”.  Isaias’s word for 
word in Tigrinia “ብድሕረይ ዓጋመ ከም እትብሉኒ ይፈልጥ ብድሕረይ ዓጋመ ከም እትብሉኒ ይፈልጥ ብድሕረይ ዓጋመ ከም እትብሉኒ ይፈልጥ ብድሕረይ ዓጋመ ከም እትብሉኒ ይፈልጥ 
እየ። ከርእየኩምእየ። ከርእየኩምእየ። ከርእየኩምእየ። ከርእየኩም’’’’የ ነዛ ዓዲ ከምታ ዘምጻእክዋ ከጥፍኣ እየየ ነዛ ዓዲ ከምታ ዘምጻእክዋ ከጥፍኣ እየየ ነዛ ዓዲ ከምታ ዘምጻእክዋ ከጥፍኣ እየየ ነዛ ዓዲ ከምታ ዘምጻእክዋ ከጥፍኣ እየ” ” ” ”  

A	writer	Charlie	Chaplin,	is	quoted	as	saying,	“A	

man's	 true	 character	 comes	 out	 when	 he's	

drunk”.	 	 It	means,	a	drunken	Isaias	cannot	say	

“I	will	take	this	country	down	as	I	put	it	up”	un-

less	 he	 has	 been	 thinking	 to	 do	 it	 when	 he	 is	

sober.	The	alcohol	helped	him	to	utter	his	long	

standing	mission	he	had	and	continues	to	have	

for	Eritrea,	which	is	taking	the	country	down	on	

the	road	to	annihilation	and	disintegration.	We	

at	 the	 Eritrean	 Association	 For	 Justice	 Indian-

apolis	 Chapter	 (EAJ)	 including	 the	 majority	 of	

the	 Eritrean	 people,	 should	 not	 take	 Isaias’	

words	 lightly	 whether	 he	 was	 influenced	 by	

alcohol	 or	not.	This	 is	 because	 the	 facts	 in	 the	

ground	coincide	with	the	words	of	the	authori-

tarian	dictator	themselves.		

It	 is	not	a	 secret	 that	 Isaias	 is	 a	heavy	alcohol	

drinker.	 Maybe,	 having	 killed	 many	 innocent	

people,	 including	 his	 friends	 not	 to	 mention	

betraying	our	martyrs	and	the	Eritrean	people	,	

it	 is	 one	 way	 of	 easing	 his	 pain	 and	 making	

peace	 within	 himself.	 As	 Andebrhan	 stated,	

Isaias’	 background	being	 from	Tigrai	 is	 irrele-

vant.	It	has	been	a	non	issue	to	the	Eritrean	and	

Tigrai	 people	 whether	 during	 the	 revolution	

era	or	in	post	independence.	People	from		

Eritrea	 and	 Tigrai	 are	 inter-

twined	 by	 blood	 and	 history	

whether	we	like	it	or	not.		

The	 question	 at	 hand	 is—Is	

Isaias’	 actions	 intentional	 or	 his	 words	 don’t	

mean	 anything	 to	 you?	 Some	 of	 you	 might	 say	

that	whether	Isaias	said	it	or	not,	 it	 is	 irrelevant	

because	“Action	speak	 louder	 than	words”.	 	 In	a	

court	of	law,	the	degree	of	crime	has	more	weight	

when	one’s	crime	is	accompanied	by	an	intent	to	

commit	a	crime.		As	far	as	why	Isaias	suffers	from	

a	rejection	and	an	identity	crisis,	we	will	leave	to	

the	expert	Psychologists	and	Psychiatrists.	We	do	

not	know	in	how	Isaias	or	his	family	were	treated	

by	native	Eritreans	when	he	grew-up.		

Many	 Eritreans	 believe	 that	 Isaias’	 actions	 ap-

pear	 to	be	an	action	of	revenge.	 	His	actions	are	

inhumanely	gross	that	is	very	hard	to	fathom	that	

a	 person	 who	 cares	 about	 the	 Eritrean	 people	

and	 also	 have	 an	 Eritrean	 blood	 can	 have	 such	

lack	of	compassion	to	humanity.	We	all	can	agree	

that	 Isaias	 micromanage	 the	 Eritrean	 affairs	

whether	big	 or	 small.	All	 decisions	have	 to	pass	

through	him	especially	punishments	to	be	under-

taken	 to	 those	 who	 fought	 on	 the	 side	 of	 him	

friends	and	foes	alike.		He	is	the	kind	of	a	person	

who	punishes	the	dead	corps	such	as	the	body	of	

his	loyal	former	right	handyman	the	late	Naizghi	

Kiflu.		

As	Ambassador	Andebrhan	stated	 it	 correctly	 in	

his	new	book,	“Eritrea	 is	at	a	Crossroads”	at	 the	

hand	of	henchman	Isaias	Afewerki.		Eritrea	is	be-

coming	a	failing	state,		and	its	people	are	becom-

ing	an	endangered	species	with	the	apparent	in-

tention	of	Isaias	Afewerki	to	bring	both	the	coun-

try	and	its	people	deeper	into	the	dark	abyss.	We	

do	not	think	that	the	Eritrean	people	fought	for	a	

deserted	Eritrea	without	people.		

The	Eritrean	Association	for	Justice	(EAJ)		appeal	

to	the	Eritrean	people	to	rise-up	to	the	occasion	

to	save	the	nation	what	is	left	of	it,		and	to	put	an	

end	to	the	misery	of	the	young	generation	in	par-

ticular	 and	 the	 Eritrean	 people	 in	 general	 by	

stopping	Isaias	from	accomplishing	his	final	goal	

“Taking	the	country	down”	as	he	said	it.		
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For those interested to order the Book through Amazon.com 

 

h�p://www.amazon.com/dp/1628573317/ref=rdr_ext_tmb#reader_1628573317 
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ብተወፋይነት ክንቃለስ ይግብኣና። ኣብ’ዚ ዘለናዮ 
ዓዲ ክንውፈዮ ንኽእል ምስ'ቲ ኣብ ኤርትራ ዘሎ 
ከወፍዮ ንጽበዮ ናይ ሂወት ወፈያ ክነጻጸር ከሎ 
ኣዝዩ ውሑድ’ዩ። ምኽንያቱ ናህና ወፈያ፡ ናይ 
ግዜ፡ ናይ ገንዘብ፡ ናይ ሞራል፡ ወዘተ... ኢዮም። 
ስለ’ዚ ሓድነትና ኣትሪርና፡ ሓይልና ኣወሃሂድና፡ 
ነንሕድሕድና ከይተገዳዳዕና መሊስና ነሰስኖም 
ክብል ተላብዩ። ኣቶ ኣማኑኤል ካብ ህዝቢ 
ንዝመጾ ሕቶታት ኣብ ምምላስ ብዘርኣዮ 
ትብዓትን ግሉጽነትን ሞራል ተሳተፍቲ ዘበራበረን 
ፍሉይ ተስፋ ዝሃበን ኢዩ ነይሩ።   

ኣብ መወዳእታ ንተሳተፍቲ፡ ንኣዳለውቲ ናይቲ 
መደብ፡ ብዝያዳ ከኣ ነቶም ካብ ርሑቕ (ከተማ 
ሲንሰናቲ) ዝመጹ ተሳተፍቲ ኣመስጊኑ። ፍሉይነት 
ናይ’ቲ ኣኼባ ክገልጽ ከሎ ካብቶ’ም ዝሓቱን 
ርእይቶ ዝሃቡን ዝነበሩ ሰባት ብዙሓት ንነብሶም 
ድሕሪ ምንቓፍ ኣብ ክምዚ ዝብለ ኣኼባ ናይ 
መጀመርያ ተሳተፍቲ ምዃኖም ምግላጾም፡ 
ዝበዝሑ ሓደስቲ ተቓውምቲ ኣብ'ቲ ሰሚናር 
ብምርኣዩ ጋዜጠኛ ኣማኑኤል ብዙሕ 
ከምዝተሕጎሰ ገሊጹ። ተሳተፍቲ ብወገኖም እቲ 
ሰሚናር ካብ ናይ ቅድሚ ሕጂ ሰሚናራት ፍሉይ 
ነይሩ ይብሉ። ፍሉዩነቱ ከብርሁ ከለዉ፡ 
ተሳተፍቱ ብብዝሖም፡ ካብ ቀረባን ካብ ርሑቑን 
ዝመጹ ኮይኖም፡ ካብ ናይ ቀደም ተቓወምቲ 
ኣባላት ውድባት ብሓደስቲ መጻእቲ ዝተዓብለለ 
ኣብ ልዕሊ ምንባሩን፡ ኣብ እዋን ሕቶን መልስን 
ዝነበረ ግሉጽነትን ዘይሕብእብእን ኢዩ አሎም። 
ከምዚ ዓይነት ሃዋህው ምርኣይ ናይ መጀመርያ 
ግዜ ስለዝኾነ ዕግበቶም ልዕሊ ትጽቢቶም ምንባሩ 
ተሳተፍቲ ብሓጎስ ገሊጾም። 

ኣብ 15 መጋቢት 2014 ብማሕበር ኤርትራውያን 
ንፍትሒ ኢንዲያናፖሊስን ከባቢኣን ዝተዳለወ፡ 
ብውፉይ ጋዜጠኛ መስራትን ኣሰናዳእን ኣሰና ኣቶ 
ኣማኑኤል ኢያሱ ዝተመርሐ ዕዉት ሰሚናር ተኻይዱ። 
ኣቲ ሰሚናር ብተቐማጦ ከተማ ኢንዲያናፖሊስን 
ከባቢኣን፡ ከምእውን ካብ ከተማ ሲንሰናቲ ኦሃዮ ክልተ 
ሰዓት ተጋዒዞም ብዝመጹ ተሳተፍቲ ማዕሪጉ። 
 
ጋዜጠኛ ኣማኑኤል ኢያሱ ፕሮጀክተር ተጠቒሙ ብዛዕባ 
ህሉው ኩነታት ሃገርናን ህዝብናን ከምኡ’ውን ብዛዕባ 
ደምበ ተቓውሞን ብፍላይ ከኣ ኣድላይነት ናብ ህዝባዊ 
ማዕበል ገጹ ዘቕንዐ በብከተምኡ ዝግበር ዘሎ ህዝባዊ 
ምትእኽኻብ ሰፊሕ መብርሂ ሂቡ። ብድምጺ ዝተቐድሐ 
ግዳያት ምድረበዳ ሲናይ ናይ ዝኾኑ ኤርትራውያን 
ኣብ'ቲ ሰሚናር ኣብ ዘስመዓሉ ግዜ፡ ኩሎም ተሳተፍቲ 
ሰሚናር መንእሰይ ኤርትራ ዝወርዶ ዘሎ መከራ ካብ 
ድምጾም ኣብ ዝሰምዑሉ ግዜ፡ ንብዓቶም ክቆጻጸሩ 
ኣይከኣሉን።  

ኣቶ ኣማኑኤል ብዛዕባ ደምበ-ተቓውሞ ሚዛኑ ክገልጽ 
እንከሎ፡ ኤርትራውያን ተቓወምቲ እቲ ዝዓበየን 
ዝልዓለን ሽግር ኾይኑ ዘሎ ጉዳይ ቐዳምነታት ምስራዕ 
ኢዩ። ቐዳምነታትና ክነለሊ ኣይከኣልናን።  ኩሉም 
ተቓወምቲ ኣካላት፡ ካብ ውልቀ-ሰባት ጅሚርካ ክሳብ 
ውድባት ናቶም ድሌትን ትጽቢትን ክህልዎም ይኽእል 
ኢዩ ይብል። እዚ ማለት ከኣ፡ እቲ ሓደ ስልጣን 
ብቐዳምነት ክሰርዕ እንከሎ፡ እቲ ሓደ ከኣ ለውጢ 
የቐድምን ይደልን። ይኹን'በር ዝኾን ይኹን ኣብ 
ኤርትራ ክንገብሮ እንደሊ ነገር፡ ብዘይ ለውጢ ክንዲ 
ፍረ-ጣፍ እትኸውን ክንገብሮ እንኽእል ነገር የለን 
ይብል። ስለ’ዚ ኣድላይነት ህጹጽነት ንለውጢ፡ 
መተካእታ ዘይብሉን፡ ዝኾነ ይኹን ቅድመ ኩነት 
ክዓግቶ ዘይግበኦን፡ ከምዝኾነ ፈሊጥና ነብሲ ወከፍ 
ተቓዋማይ ኢየ ዝብል ኤረትራዊ ኣብ ጎድኒ ህዝባዊ 
ምትእኽኻብ ተቓውሞ (ማዕበል) ብተወፋይነት ደው 
ኢሉ እጃሙ ከበርክት ይግብኦ ክብል ተማሕጺኑ። 

 ኣቶ ኣማኑአል ኢያሱ ብዛዕባ ኣድላይነት ናይ 
ተወፋይነት ኣብ ለውጢ እዚ ዝስዕብ መብርሂ ሂቡ።  
ቀደም ካብ ኣቦታትና ዝወረስናዮ፡ ብዝያዳ ድማ ኣብ 
ግዜ  ሐርነታዊ ቃልሲ ካብ ኣያታትና ዘጥረናዮ፡ ሕጂ 
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ጸብጻብ ካልኣይ ስሩዕ ህዝባዊ ኣኼባ  
 

ብ3 ጉንበት 2014 ብማሕበር ኤርትራውያን ንፍትሒ ዝተጸውዐ ካልኣይ ስሩዕ ህዝባዊ ኣኼባ ተኻይዱ። እቲ 
ኣኼባ ዝተገብረሉ ዕለት መበል 7 ወርሒ መቕዘፍቲ ኤርትራውያን ኣብ ላምፐዱሳ ብምንባሩ ሰማእታት 
ኤርትራ ናይ ሕልና ጸሎት ክግበረሎም ከሎ ግዳያት ላምፓዱሳ እውን ካብ ልቢ ኩሎም ተሳተፍቲ ኣኼባ 
ከይሃስስ ወትሩ ክንዝክሮም መተሓሳሰቢ 
ተዋሂቡ። ከምእውን፡ ኣብ’ዚ ግዜያት’ዚ 
ካብ ዝሐለፈ ግዜ ኤርትራውያን 
መንእሰያት ብብዝሒ ይስደዱ 
ምህላዎምን ይውሓድ ይብዛሕ ካብ ናይ 
ሞት ሓደጋታት እውን ከምዘይተላቐቑ 
ተጠቒሱ። 
 

ድሕሪ ናይ ሕልና ጸሎት ከኣ ኩሎም 
ተሳተፍቲ ኣኼባ ብማዕረ እኹል ኣፍልጦ 
ክህሉዎም ብዛዕባ ዕላማን ኣቋቑማን 
ፍሉይነትን ማሕበር ኤርትራዉያን 

ንፍትሒ ብኣቦ-መንበር ማሕበር መግለጺ 
ተዋሂቡ። ቀጺሉ ከኣ እቲ ዕላማ ክዕወት ዝድለ 
ተሳትፎ ህዝብን ተራ ናይ ነፍሲ-ወከፍ ፍትሒ 
ዝብህግ (እትብህግ) ኤርትራዊ ኣብ ዝካየድ 
ህዝባዊ ምንቅስቓስ ንዲሞክራስያዊ ለውጢ 
እውን ተጠቒሱ።  
 

ብነፍሲ-ወከፍ ሓላፊ ናይ ክፍልታት (ክፍሊ 
ስርርዕን ህዝባዊ ርክብን፡ ክፍሊ ዜናን ባህልን፡ 

ክፍሊ ገንዘባዊ ጉዳያት) ናይ ሰለስተ ወርሒ ዝተዓመመ 
ስርሓት ጸብጻብ ተዋሂቡ። እቲ ጸብጻብ ብጽሑፍ 
ዘይምቕራቡ ከኣ ከም ሕጽረት (ጉድለት) ምዃኑ እውን 
ብግሉጽ መንገዲ ንኣኼበኛታት ተሓቢሩ። ቀጺሉ ክሳብ 
ካልኣይ ህዝባዊ ጉባኤ ማሕበር ክዕመሙ ዘሎዎም ስርሓት 
ሓደ-ብሓደ ተዘሪብሎምን ኣብ ተግባር ክውዕሉ ከኣ 
ንሽማግለታት ኩሉ ኩሉ ክተሓባበር ለበዋ ተመሓላሊፉ። 
 
ኣብ መወዳእታ ከኣ ካብ ህዝቢ ዝቐረበ ሕቶታት ተመሊሱ ብርእይቶን ለባዋን ኣኼባ ተዛዚሙ። 
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June 20th Eritrea’s Martyrs’ Day 
To honor and remember the ultimate sacrifice they pay! 
 To rekindle their patriotic & glorious history 
 To assess our failures for not fulfilling their journey! 
They fought for social justice and individual liberty 
For the rule of law and citizens’ equality 
For a compassion government that respect humanity 
To bring peace & harmony to our diverse society! 
 We failed them as people individually & collectively 
 Of late, we became our own enemy 
 Now, danger overshadows Eritrea’s sovereignty 
 From unlikely homegrown dictatorial authority! 
Eritrea’s youth scattered all over the world 
They deserted the country, the grew and loved 
So, they became endangered species in their own homeland 
Eritrea turned to a volatile volcano, in Isaias's hand! 
 We are all to blame for failing you miserably 
 For not following your footsteps & your courageous glory 
 For the broken promises, which is beyond repair and sorry 
 For nourishing dictatorship & placed the people secondary! 
Some in the diaspora seem to support, the authoritarian government 
In order to visit their family and homeland state! 
 They turn a blind eye, to the facts in their face 
 They gave a deaf ear, to the cry and agony of their own race! 
“Injustice for one, is injustice for all” 
You cannot be free, if your neighbor is in jail 
You cannot sleep if your friend is in pain 
After all, we are all one family intertwine! 
 It is well known, no government will stay forever 
 History tells us at last truth will finally prevail 
 The people will be triumphant, regardless the power 
 Slavery was abolished in the 18th century which is forced free labor!  
It is time to wise-up for our people to come together 
For we all know that unity is our strength and power 
Division by race, region and religion doesn't make you stronger 
We should not use this tool & fall in the hand of the oppressor! 
 Our martyrs’ blood intermingled with soil and sand 
 Their bones scattered all over the land 
 Lets not betray them, their sacrifice undermined 
 We shouldn’t forget freedom and justice is what they had in mind 

 We can still restore their honor by getting rid the problem at hand!  

                May their soul rest in peace ! 

        Goitom Emam
               6/8/2014

June 20th Eritrea’s Martyrs’ Day 
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ሃገራዊ ድሕነትሃገራዊ ድሕነትሃገራዊ ድሕነትሃገራዊ ድሕነት (National Salvation) 

ብ ጎይትኦም ኢማም 
 

ሓው ጎይትኦም ኢማም ኣቦ-መንበር ማሕበር ኤርትራውያን ንፍትሒ ኢንዲያናፖሊስን ከባቢኣን እቲ ብዛዕባ ሃገራዊ ድሕነት 
ዝምልከት ፍታሕ ሓሳባት ክገልጽ ዕድመ ብዝተገብረሉ መሰረት ብ24 ጉንበት ኣብ ዋሽንግተን ዲሲ ዝተኻይደ ሰሚናር 
(ኮንፈረንስ) ተረኺቡ እዚ ዝስዕብ ትሕዝቶ ንተሳተፍቲ ሰሚናር ኣቕሪቡ።     

  

ሃገርን ህዝብን ኤርትራ ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሖም ምህላዎም ሃገርን ህዝብን ኤርትራ ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሖም ምህላዎም ሃገርን ህዝብን ኤርትራ ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሖም ምህላዎም ሃገርን ህዝብን ኤርትራ ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሖም ምህላዎም     
 

 h�p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzRB2pjQHW8     

ሓደጋ ኣብ ልዑላውነት ሃገር 
ህዝቢ ኤርትራ ንኣስታት 50 ዓመታት ዘካየዶ ዘይሕለል 
ፖለቲካውን ብረታውን ነነጻነትን ሓርነትን ቃልሲ ብዋጋ 
መሰዋእትን ስንክልናን ናይ ኣሸሓት ጀጋኑ ደቁ ዝተረጋገጸት 
ልዑላውነት ሃገር፡ ብሰንኪ ዘይሓላፍነታዊ መላኺ ጉጅለ 
መሪሕነት ስርዓት ህግደፍ (ኢሳያስ)፡ ልዑላውነት ሃገር ኣብ 
ሓደጋ ተሳጢሓ ትርከብ። እዚ ከኣ፡ 

1. ውልቀ-መላኺ ኢሰያስን፡ እሱ ዝቆጻጸሮ ጉጅለን ኣብ 
ክቕጽሉሉ ዘይክእሉሉ ደረጃ ምስ በጽሑ፡ ዕድመ 
ስልጣኖም ንምንዋሕ፡ ክፋል ሃገር ይኹን፡ ሃገር 
ብምልእታ፡ ኣብ ጽግዕትነት ናይ ካልኦት ሃገራት 
ከእትውዋ ይኽእሉ። እዚ ከኣ መሬት ኤርትራ፡ ብዘይ 
ናይ ህዝቢ ድሌት ኣብ ትሕቲ ናይ ነዊሕ ዓመታት 
ክራይ(ኩንትራት) ኣብ ስምምዕ ክበጽሑን 
ክፈራረሙን ድሕር ከምዘይብሉን ከምዝኽእሉን 
ምርዳእ የድልየና። 

2. መላኺ ስርዓት ጉጅለ ህግደፍ፡ ብሰንኪ ግዑዙይ 
ምሕደርኡን፡ ሃገር ከመሓድር ኣኽእሎ ምስኣንን፡ ምስ 
ካልኦት ሃገራት ክትቁረን ወይ ከጸንብራ ይኽእል።  

በቲ ሓደ ወገን ከኣ፡ ብሰንኪ ጽልኣትን ምረትን ምሕደራ 
ናይ’ቲ ስርዓት፡ ገለ ከፋል ናይ ህዝቢ ኤርትራ ምስ ካልእ 
ሃገር ምጽንባር ከም ዝሓሸ ኣማራጺ ንክወስዱ ዝደፋፍእ 
ሃለዋት ክበጽሑ ይኽእሉ።  

3.  ብሰንኪ ኣብ ናይ ካልኦት ሃገራት ጣልቃ ወይ ኢድ-
ምትእትታውን ምትኹታኽን ባህርያቱ፡ መላኺ 
ስርዓት ጉጅለ ህግደፍ ሃገር ኣብ ውግእ ነብሳ 
ክትከላኸለሉ ኣብ ዘይትኽእለሉ ኩነታት የእትዩ 
መሬትን ህዝብን ኤርትራ ኣብ ትሕቲ ናይ ካልኦት 
ሃገራት ቁጽጽር ክትኣቱ ትኽእል። እቲ ናይ 25 ኪ.ሜ. 
ዝሓለፈ ስምምዕን ውሳኔን እኹል ኣብነት ክኾነና 
ይኽእል። 

4.  ኣብ ውሽጢ መላኺ ስርዓት ህግደፍ ብክርከብ ዝኽእል 
ውሽጣዊ ቅልውላውን ስልጣን ባዶነትን፡ ከም ሳዕቤኑ 
ብዝፍጠር ህውከትን፡ ዝበዝሐ ክፋል ናይ ህዝብና 
ሃገር ገዲፉ ንከይስደድ ፍታሕ ንምርካብ ተባሂሉ፡ 
ኢድ-ኣእታውነት ናይ ዓለም-ለኻዊ ውድባትን 
መንግስታትን ወዘተ... ዝዕድም ኩነታት ክፍጠር 
ይኽእል።  
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ሓደጋ ናይ ሃገር ምብዳም (ሃገር ብዘይ-ህዝቢ) 

ህዝብና ብፍላይ ከኣ መንእሰይ ወለዶ ካብ 12-60 ዓመት 
ዕድመ ዘሎዎም ብኣሸሓት ካብ ዝሓለፈ ግዜያት ብዝበዝሐ 
ቁጽሪ ይሰደዱ ምህላዎምን  ህዝቢ ኤርትራ ይበታተን ምህላው 
ዝከሓድ ሓቂ ኣይኮነን። 

ናይ ህዝብን ስድራ-ቤትን ምብትታን፡ እቲ ዘሎ ስርዓት 
ብቐጥታ ይኹን ብኢድ-ኣዙር ኢድ ከይህሉዎ ሓያለ 
ኤርትራውያን ሕቶታት እውን የልዕሉ ምህላዎም ከይጠቐስክዎ 
ክሓልፍ ኣይደልን። እቲ ሕቶ፡ ንምንታይ ዕላማታት ዝብል 
መልሲ ክርከበሉ ኣገዳሲ ይኸውን።  

ኣምበሳደር ዓንደብርሃን ወልደጊዮርጊስ Eritrea at a   Eritrea at a   Eritrea at a   Eritrea at a   
Crossroads Crossroads Crossroads Crossroads (“ኤርትራ ኣብ ቀራና መንገዲ”) እትብል ኣብ’ዚ 
ቀረባ ግዜ ኣብ ዝተሓትመት መጽሓፉ ኣብ ገጽ 322 ብዛዕባ 
ናይ ኢሳያስ ናይ መንነት ነብሰ-ተኣማንነት ምጉዳል (ውሽጣዊ 
ዘይዕግበት/ቅልውላው) ከምዝስምዖ ብከም’ዚ መልክዕ 
ይገልጾ። “ 

He has thus turned a non-issue into an issue in 
his mind’s eye, because of which he suffers from a 
rejection complex verging on identity crisis that 
occasionally surfaces when under the influence of 
alcohol or seized of drunken brawls”329                        
ንሱ (ኢሳያስ) ኣገዳሲ  መዛረቡ ጉዳይ ዘይኮነ እንኮሎ፡ ሓደ-
ሓደ ግዜ መስተ ድሕሪ ምስታይ ወይ ኣብ ዝሰኸረሉ ግዜ 
ብዛዕባ ብውሽጡ ዘሳቕዮ ናይ መንነት ቅልውላው በጨቕ 
ይብሎ።  

329 - “In one such incident, Isaias blurted, “I 
know that you call me Agame behind 
my back. I will show you! I will take this 
country down as I put it up”.  ኢሳያስ ኣብ 
ሓደ ኣጋጣሚ “ብድሕረይ ዓጋመ ከም እትብሉኒ 
ይፈልጥ እየ። ከርእየኩም’የ ነዛ ዓዲ ከምታ 
ዘምጻእክዋ ከጥፍኣ እየ” ከምዝበለ ዓንደብርሃን ከም 
መሰነይታ ናይ’ቲ ኢሳያስ ኣብ ውሽጡ ዝስመዖ ናይ 
መንነት ቅልውላው ኣብ ጽሑፉ ኣስፊርዎ ኣሎ።  

እቲ ኢሳያስ ምስ ሰተየ ኢሉ ዝበሃሎ ዘሎ፡ ምስ’ቲ ሕጂ ኣብ 
ኤርትራ ዝኸይድ ዘሎ ጥፍኣት ሃገርን ህዝብን ዝሳነ ከምምዃኑ 
ኩላትና ክንርደኦን ከነስተብህለሉን ይግባእ። ናይ መንእሰያት 
ስደት ንኣቶ ኢሳያስ ብዙሕ ከምዘየሰክፎ ካብ ዝሓለፈ ዝገበሮ 
ቃለ-መሓትት ክንርዳእ ንኽእል። እዚ ከኣ፡ እቶም ዝስደዱ 
ዘሎዎ ሰከም ሃገር ካብ ምዃን ሓሊፎም ንሃገር ዝጠቕሙ 
ኣይኮኑን ኢዩ ኢሉና።  

በዚ ዝኸዶ ዘሎ ዋሕዚ ናይ ስደት፡ ቀጻልነት ናይ ኤርትራ 
ወለዶ ከመይ ኢዩ ክመስል ኢልና እስኪ ኩላትና ንሕሰብ።  
ደሞግራፊክስ ወይ ስነ-ህዝቢ መጽናዕቲ ናይ’ቲ ካብ ኤርትራ 
ክወጽእ ዕድል ዘይረኸበን ዘይክኣለን ምስ እንዕዘብ፡ 

1. ካብ 0-12 ዕድመ ብዘይ ኣቦ ዝዝኽትሙ ቆልዑን 

2. ብዘይ ሓገዝ ናይ ውላድ፡ ልዕሊ 60 ዓመት ዕድሜ 
ዘሎዎም ኣቦታትን ኣዴዳትን  

 እቲ ኩላትና ክንምልሶ ዘሎና ሕቶ - ሃገር በዞም 
ደሞግራፊክስ እዚኦም ክትቅጽል ትኽእል’ዶ ዝብል 
ኢዩ። ቆልዑት 12 ዓመት ዕድመ ንክበጽሑ ዕድል 
እንተረኺቦም፡ ናብ ስደት ኣሰር የሕዋቶም የምርሑ 
ማለት’ዩ። በቲ ሓደ ወገን ከኣ ልዕሊ 60 ዓመት ዝኾኑ 
ሽማግለታት ከኣ ዝተሓባበሮም ውላድ ዘይብሎም፡ እቲ 
ቀጺሉ ዝመጽእ መጻኢ ባህርያዊ ዕድሎም ናብ 
ጉድጓዶም ኢዮም። እዚኣ እውን ብሰንኪ ሓዘን ናይ 
ደቆም ምስኣንን ናይ ዝናባዮም ዘይብሎም ናይ 
መነባብሮ ስእነትን ተደማሚሩ ንሂዎቶም ከሕጽሮ 
ይኽእል። ኣብ’ዚ ግዚያት’ዚ ናብ ዓዲ ምስ እትድውል 
ጉድጓድ ዝኹዕቱን ዘሰኣነሉን፡ ቀባሮ ዝወሓድሉን 
ኩነታት ከምዘሎ ኢዩ ዝሕበር። ቀጻልነት ናይ ኤርትራ 
ብህላዌ ናይ ቆልዑን ሽማግለታት ጥራሕ ክረጋገጽ ስለ 
ዝይክእል፡ ሃገር ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሓ ከምዘላ በቲ ናይ 
ምብትታን ህዝብን ናብ ምብዳም ገጻ ተምርሖ ዘላ 
ክንርዳእ ንኽእል።ሕጂ ድሮ ኣብ ዓድታት ስድራ-ቤታት 
ሓድጊ ኣብ ዓዲ ዘይብለን ገዛውቲ ነባሪ ሰብ ስኢኑ 
ይዕጾ ከምዘሎ ካባኻትኩም ዝተኸወለ ኣይኮነን። እዚ 
ተረኽቦ’ዚ ሓሶት’ዩ ዝብሉን ዝጠራጠሩን ሰባት ምስ 
ዝህሉው ከኣ ናብ’ታ ዝዓበዩላ ዓዲ ሓቲቶም ሓቅነቱ 
የረጋግጹ።   

 ስለዚ፡ በዚ ኣብ ላዕሊ ዝተገልጸ ክልተ ወገን ማለት 
ልዑላውነታ ኣብ ሓደጋ ተሳጢሑ፡ ህዝባ ከኣ ኣብ 
ምብትታን ወይ ምብዳም (ሃገር ብዘይ-ህዝቢ) 
እንዳኾነት ትኸይድ ከምዘላ፡ እቲ ደላይ ፍትሒ ጥራሕ 
ዘይኮነ፡ እቲ ጌና ኣብ መሪሕነት ጉጅለ ስርዓት ህግደፍ 
ተስፋ ዘይቆረጸ ክፈልጦን ክርደኦን ዘሎዎ መሪር ሓቂ 
ኢዩ። ካልእ፡ ነባሪ (ክሓዊ ግዜ ዝወስድ) ማህሰይቲ 
ናይ’ዚ መላኺ ስርዓት ከኣ፡ነቲ ዝነበረ ወረጃ ናይ 
ምክብባርን ምትሕብባርን ባህሊ ኣዳኺሙ ኣሰር ኣብ 
ምጥፋእ ይርከብ ምህላው ከነስተብህል ይግባእ። 

 ቀንዲ ጠንቂ ናይ ሃገር ሓደጋን ህዝቢ ምብትታንን 
መሪሕነት ስርዓት ጉጅለ ህግደፍ ምዃኑ ኩላትና 
እንሰማማዓሉ ሓቂ ኮይኑ፡ ግን ብድብዱቡ ብኸምኡ 
ጥራሕ ዝሕለፍ ጉዳይ ኣይኮነን በሃላይ ኢየ። 
ንመሪሕነት ስርዓት ጉጅለ ህግደፍ ንክህሉ፡ ንክግብልን፡ 
ክሳብ ዕለት ሎሚ ዕድመ ክህሉዎ ዝገበርና ግን 
ብጠቕላላ ወይ ብሓባር (Collectively) ንሕና ህዝቢ 
ኢና። ስለዚ ብውልቂ ይኹን ብእኩብ ንሕና ከም ኣካል 
ናይ ህዝቢ መጠን ኣብ ምህላውን ቀጻልነትን ናይ  
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    ምልኪ ናይ መሪሕነት ስርዓት ህግደፍ ንክዓብን ክስዕርርን 
ውጽኢት ወይ ፍርያት ህዝቢ ካብ ኮነ፡ እቲ ብቐዳምነት 
ክቕየር ዘሎዎ ንሕና ህዝቢ ኢና።  

ከም’ቲ ምልኪ ኣብ ኤርትራ ሸሸ ክብልን ሃገርን ህዝብን ኣብ 
ሓደጋ ከሳጥሕን ዘፍቀድናሉ፡ ካብ ሓደጋ ናይ ምድሓን 
ሓላፍነት ናይ ኩላትና ይኸውን። እቲ ናይ ምድሓን ሓላፍነት 
ዝጅምር ግን ኩላትና ናይ’ቲ ኤርትራን ህዝባን ኣትዮምዎ 
ዘሎው ሓደጋ ናይ ሓባር ተረድኦ ክህሉወና የድሊ። ኣብ 
ሓባራዊ ተረድኦ ምብጻሕ ጥራሕ ዘይኮነ፡ ግዜ ከየባኸንካ ኣብ 
ሓባራዊ ፍታሕን መደብ ስራሕን ክንጽመድን ክንሰርሕን 
ህሉዊ ህጹጽ ኩነታት ይሓተና ኣሎ። ህዝቢ ኣብ ሓባራዊ 
ፍታሕ ብናይ ሓባር ዕላማን፡ ስትራትጂ - ናይ ሓርነታዊ -
ቃልሲ ስእለ-ካርታን (Roadmap) ማእከልነትን ሃገርን 
ህዝብን ካብ’ዚ ኣትይዎ ዘሎ ሓደጋታት ቀልጢፍካ ምድሓን። 
ብዘይ-ተሳትፎ ናይ ህዝቢ ክረጋገጽ ዝኽእል ለውጢ ክህሉ 
ስለዘይክእል ህዝቢ ክሳተፈሉ ዝኽእለሉ ንጹር ሓባራዊ 
ዕላማን ክዋሳኣሉ ዝኽእለሉ ህዝባዊ ናይ ቃልሲ መሰርሕን 
የድሊ።  

1. እቲ ቀዳማይ ሓባራዊ ዕላማ ምልጋስ መላኺ ስርዓት 
ጉጅለ ህግደፍ ኢዩ። 

2. እቲ ካልኣይ ምስ ምልጋስ ናይ’ቲ ስርዓት ኣብ ምስግጋር 
ግዜ ክረጋገጽ ዘሎዎ መስርሕ ናይ ህዝባዊ ዲሞክራስያዊ 
ለውጢ ኢዩ። ህዝብና  ኣብ እዘን 2 ዓበይቲ ዕላማታት 
ዓቕምታቱ ኣወሃሂዱን ሓድነት ፈጢሩን ምልኪ ስርዓት 
ህግደፍ ኣብ ምልጋስ ይኹን፡ ዲሞክራስያዊ ለውጢ 
ከረጋግጽ ይኽእል። 

እቲ ብዝያዳ ናይ ሓባር ተረድኦን ዕግበትን ኣብ ኩላትና 
ከነረጋግጾ ዝግበኣና፡ ነዚ ዝተጠቕሰ ሓባራዊ ዕላማታት 
ንምዕዋት ኣድማዒ ናይ ህዝብና ተሳትፎ ብኸመይ ይረጋገጽ 
ዝብል ሕቶ ክምለስ የድሊ። ህዝቢ እኩብ ድምር ናይ ውልቀ
-ሰባት ስለዝኾነ፡ ውልቀ-ሰባት ኣብ መስርሕ ናይ ለውጢ 
ማዕርነታዊ መሰሎም ተሓልዩ ንክስተፉ ኣፍደገ ዝኸፍት 
ህዝባዊ መስርሕ ጥርናፈ የድሊ። እቲ መስርሕ፡ ህዝባውነት 
(ህዝቢ ዝማእከሉ)፡ ግሉጽነት፡ ንጹር ተሓታትነት፡ 
ዲሞክራስያውነትን ተወፋይነትን ምስ ዝህሉዎ ኣድማዒ 
ስራሕ ክስራሕ ይከኣል። ነዚ ምቹእ ባይታ ንምፍጣር ከኣ 
ህዝቢ ዝሳተፎን ዝቆጻጸሮን መስርሕ ናይ ለውጢ ክኸውን 
የድሊ ማለት’ዩ። ስለዚ፡ 

1. ኣብ ዝተፈላለየ ፖለቲካዊ ውድባትን ማሕበራትን 
ዝተወደቡን፡ ከምእውን ዘይተወደቡ ሃገራውያን ኣብ’ተን 
ዝተጠቕሳ ዕላማታት ብሓባር ክሰርሕሉ ዝኽእሉሉ 
መስርሕ ካብ ታሕቲ-ንላዕሊ ዘቕንዐ ጥርናፈ (Bottom-
up) ህዝብና በብዝቕመጠሉ ቦታታት ምጥርናፍ ምርግጋጽ 
የድሊ። እዚ ማለት ከኣ ኣብ ዲያስፖራ ዝነብር ህዝብና 
በብከተምኡ ኣብ’ቲ ዝተገልጸ ናይ ሓባር ዕላማን መደብ 
ስራሕን ተጠርኒፍካ ጸረ ምልካዊ ስርዓት ጉጅለ ህግደፍ  

ምቅላስ። እቲ ኣብ ሓንቲ ከተማ ኣገባብ (Formula/
Model) ኣጠራንፋ ንተቐማጦ ናይ’ታ ከተማ ዝምልከት 
ይኸውን።  

2.  እተን ኣብ ሓደ ዞና ዝርከባ ዝተጠርነፋ ከተማታት ከኣ 
ብወከልተን ሽማግለታት ኣቢለን ብዞባ ደረጃ 
(Region) ይጥርነፋ።  

3.  ዝተጠርነፋ ዞባታት ከኣ ብወከልተን ኣቢለን ዓለም-
ለኻዊ ጥርናፈ (Global) ብናይ ሓባር ዕላማን፡ 
ስትራትጂን፡ ናይ ቃልሲ ስእሊ-ካርታን (ዓወት-ጎደና)
፡ መደብ-ስራሕን፡ ናይ ሓባር ስምን ማእከልነትን 
ምስ ኣብ ውሽጢ ሃገር ዘሎ ህዝብና ብምትሕብባር 
ብህዝባዊ ማዕበል ኣቢልካ ምልኪ ስርዓት ህግደፍ 
ምልጋስ። ነቲ ዓለም-ለኻዊ ጥርናፈ ስራሕ ዘማእክል 
መሪሕነት ብህዝቢ ዝተመርጸን ህዝቢ ዝቆጻጸሮን 
ስለዝኾነ ተሓታትነቱ ንህዝቢ ይኸውን።  

 ድሕሪ ምልጋስ ስርዓት ህግደፍ ኣብ ግዜ 
ዲሞክራስያዊ ምስግጋር ናይ ህዝቢ ተሳትፎን 
ተጠርኒፍካ ምጽናሕን ዋሕስ ናይ ዲሞክራስያዊ 
ለውጢ’ዩ። ስለዝኾነ፡ ኩላትና ኣብ’ዚ በብከትምኡ 
ተበጋጊሱ ዘሎ ህዝባዊ ምልዕዓላት ክንዋሳእን፡ 
ክንተሓባበርን የድሊ። ስለምንታይ፡ ብዘይ ናይ ህዝቢ 
ተሳትፎ ዝረጋገጽ ለውጢ ከምዘይልቦ ኩላትና 
እንርደኦ ጉዳይ ኮይኑ እቲ ብኣፍና እንብሎ ግን 
ብተግባር ከነሰንዮን ክንሰርሓሉን ይግባኣና። እቲ 
ቀንዲ መንገዲ ዓወት፡ ኣማዕድዩ ዝርኢ ዘሎ ዝበዝሐ 
ክፋል ናይ ህዝብና ኣብ ዝካየድ መስርሕ ቃልሲ 
ንዲሞክራስያዊ ለውጢ ክዋሳእ ምስ ዝበቅዕ 
ጥራሕ’ዩ። 
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People Centered Bottom-Up Approach of Uniting 

 Eritrean Democratic and Civic Resistance 
By Asihel Betsuamlak 

 

I Introduction:    

After 30 years of armed struggle, Eritrea became an 

independent and sovereign country.  May 24, 1991 

was a day of redemption for the heroic Eritrean peo-

ple who paid incalculable sacrifices for the achieve-

ment of Eritrean national independence and free-

dom.  However, 23 years later, the dream for free-

dom, peace and prosperity was snatched from the 

country by a home grown group dictated by a self-

appointed “President for life”.  He has been in power 

since the country’s independence and has controlled 

every aspect of political, economic and social life of 

the young nation. 

Every aspect of political life in Eritrea is dominated 

by the leader’s group.  There is no semblance of 

modern institutional governance. On the economic 

front, every aspect of Eritrea’s economic activity is 

controlled by regime’s companies. The security sys-

tem is heavily dependent on a network of prisons and 

underground dungeons. Torture, disappearance, and 

execution of Eritrean men, women and even chil-

dren, who show any sign of disobedience, are com-

mon practice of the regime. To this day, Eritrea con-

tinues to be a country that is run with no constitution, 

no rule of law, no elections and no free 

press.  Employing a rule similar to 17th century rule 

of absolute monarchs, the dictator and his regime are 

introducing severe measures of total subjugation and 

militarization of the nation.  It becomes evident that 

the regime is not only bad for the nation and its peo-

ple of Eritrea; the regime is toxic for the nation and 

should be removed expeditiously. In order to remove 

the totalitarian dictatorship and achieve its objec-

tives, the civic and democratic resistance needs to 

evaluate its current state and unite and consolidate 

itself using basic bottom-up approach. 

II. Current State of Eritrean Resistance for demo-

cratic change     

Eritreans have been calling for justice, rule of law, 

democratic governance and national reconciliation 

since Eritrea became independent.. However, the 

regime ignored all calls for national reconciliation 

and democratic governance. The regime continued a 

path of complete domination. As a result, the majori-

ty of Eritreans are now rising against the brutal dicta-

torship in a broad spectrum of resistance movements, 

associations and organizations against the regime. 

However, a unified democratic and civic re-

sistance has yet to evolve.  The absence of a 

defined core mission, articulated shared vision 

and a winning grand strategy for democratic 

change are still missing from the resistance 

movement.  The resistance has yet to over-

come the challenges of the residual politico-

military culture, fragmentation and splitting, 

top-down structures of alliances and group-

ings, and absence of civic democratic unity of 

Eritrean citizens and stakeholders. Albert Ein-

stein once said “you cannot solve a problem 

with the same mode of thought that created the 

problem” fits Eritrea’s condition.   It is diffi-

cult to remove dictatorship with the same cul-

ture and mode of thinking that created the ty-

rannical regime in Eritrea. Some of the most 

pervasive challenges that the resistance has 

faced include: 

1. Prevalence of politico-military cul-

ture:  After the armed struggle for national 

independence, Eritrea and Eritreans were 

blessed with an opportunity to enjoy their 

freedom. Yet, we were also confronted with 

a challenge to build civic democratic institu-

tions of governance.   Once in power, the 

regime exploited every opportunity to mo-

nopolize political, security, military, eco-

nomic and social life in Eritrea.  The regime 

discarded rich tradition of civic culture that 

was passed on from generations.  Moreover, 

the leader and his henchmen used politico-

military mechanisms similar to the colonial 

oppressors as a tool to intimidate, control 

and dominate every aspect of Eritrea.   It 

took them a few years to concoct a broad 

military service under the name of “National 

Service”.  As a result, the politico-military 

regime was entrenched for the benefit of the 

ruling dictatorial regime.  

At the same time, the resistance organiza-

tions were embroiled in their own politico-

military groupings.  It is important to note 

the role that these groups played in the 

armed struggle.  They played a historic role 

in weakening and defea4ng consecu4ve  
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occupying armies and in consolidating Eritre-

an national armed struggle for independ-

ence.  Rather than uniting all democratic re-

sources and mobilizing for democratic 

change, the opposition groups were stuck in 

their old structures and leaderships.  They 

were fragmented with no cohesive strategy 

and vision for the new reality of independent 

Eritrea.  The fragmentation was worsened by 

fruitless competition among them. 

 

2. Fragmentation:   It is reported that there are 

33 Eritrean opposition political par-

ties.  These political parties have proven to be 

more of a liability than an asset to the cause 

of Eritrea.  Democratic Eritrea will be a multi

-party country where people’s sovereignty 

and citizen’s freedom is respected.  What the 

Eritrean people need at this critical junction 

is a leadership group that can speak with one 

voice on behalf of the voiceless victims of the 

ruthless regime. The main challenge of the 

resistance movement continues to be the ab-

sence of unity and the lack of a cohesive core 

mission for the salvation and democratization 

of Eritrea. The traditional resistance groups 

were divided based on their organizational 

histories and affiliation during the armed 

struggle.  New groups started to organize 

based on confessional, ethnical and other 

grievances.  Meanwhile, the fragmentation 

and the proliferation of multiple groups with 

the same platform (sometimes carbon copy 

programs) impeded the progress of Eritrean 

democratic resistance.  Instead of building a 

goal oriented, civic driven and citizen cen-

tered movement for democratic change, the 

resistance was riddled with ineffective groups 

dominated by personalities – often tied to pre

-independence experience or ethnic and con-

fessional agendas.  Any attempt of unity was 

tramped and complicated by group leaders 

with contradictory platforms. 
 

3.  Top-down alliances and groupings: The Eri-

trean democratic resistance has been growing 

considerably in numbers. Since the end of the 

border war of 1998-2000, the call for demo-

cratic change grew louder. Intellectuals and 

senior government ministers called for re-

form.  However, the regime clamped down 

all decent and shut down the limited free 

press.  All dissenting ministers, officials,    

independent journalists and thousands of inno-

cent Eritreans including senior citizens were 

jailed and silenced.  Soon the opposition gained 

a broader support from the people.  Moreover, 

the Jan 21, 2013 Forto army uprising, led by the 

heroic Colonel Saied Ali Hijay, exposed the re-

gime further and inspired the resistance. 

However, much of the resistance movement was 

dominated by top-down group structures and 

fragmented blocks with divergent political agen-

das.   Instead of coalescing on a core mission 

centered on democratic ideals and civic re-

sistance, the groups focused on their respective 

organizational platforms. The individual group 

agenda hindered the resistance from focusing on 

a comprehensive program for change.  Instead of 

forming a broad national civic and democratic 

front to defeat the dictatorial regime, they fo-

cused on forming competing blocks and entered 

into more fruitless competition among them-

selves.  Top down based repeated attempts of 

unity of various organizations has failed and dis-

appointed the broader resistance movement for 

more than a  decade. 

Another cause of failure of the top-down ap-

proach was the politics of – “minimum pro-

gram”.   The minimum program is a catch phrase 

often repeated by many to justify the fragmented 

work of various opposition groups. Yes, organi-

zations can establish alliances based on minor 

programs while they are focused on their major 

separate programs. These arrangements can suc-

ceed: 1) If the programs of the allying parties are 

not mutually exclusive and not contradictory to 

each other; 2) if there is an arbiter or some com-

mon institution that all parties comply with. At-

tempts of unity based on minimum programs of 

mutually exclusive groups without an arbiter or 

common abiding institution has impeded the es-

tablishment of an effective resistance. 

In other words, the nature of the Eritrean demo-

cratic resistance and the resources that are avail-

able to it prohibit minimum program based alli-

ances from becoming effective.   The reasons for 

not becoming effective include:  

a) Absence of common national institutions 

that are not controlled by the allying parties;  

b) The platforms and party programs of the 

allied parties are divergent and sometimes 

contradictory;   
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c) Fierce and fruitless competition of the allying 

parties for domination and control of the re-

sistance;   

d) Limited resources of the Eritrean democratic and 

civic resistance was dispersed to satisfy the 

divergent  major group programs at the cost of 

the common democratic and civic national pro-

gram; etc. 

The top-down approach of unity did not work. The 

suffering of the Eritrean people in general and the 

youth in particular and the urgency of national sal-

vation from grave dangers demand more effective 

approaches to unite all citizens and employ all 

available resources.  Uniting Eritrean democratic 

and civic resistance with effective and practical 

bottom-up approach is an urgent task. 

III. Bottom-Up approach of Uniting and consoli-

dating Eritrean Democratic and Civic Re-

sistance. 

Eritrean Citizens are engaged in a struggle to re-

store their freedom and dignity by removing the 

dictatorial regime.  However, the resistance move-

ment is still suffering from the absence of a united 

core mission, shared vision and grand strategy to 

defeat the dictatorial regime.  The culture, attitudes 

and mode of thinking that sustained the dictatorial 

regime and exasperated the opposition groups need 

to be replaced with civic and democratic values, 

attitudes and mode of thinking. 

The core mission of the Democratic and Civic Re-

sistance need to be articulated. Eritrea belongs to its 

heroic people who paid heavy sacrifices to liberate 

it and make a sovereign nation. The sovereignty of 

Eritrea belongs to the people of Eritrea.  Therefore, 

regaining Eritrean people’s sovereignty and en-

suring Eritrean citizens’ liberty, freedom and 

dignity is the source of the core mission of Eritre-

an democratic and civic resistance.    

The dictatorial regime is hijacking Eritrean sover-

eignty and enslaving Eritrean citizens. The remov-

al of the dictatorial regime and its dictatorial 

apparatus and establishing a peaceful, constitu-

tional democratic system that enshrine people’s 

sovereignty and Eritrean citizen’s dignity 

should be the essence of the core mis-
sion.   Moreover, the gathering catastrophe that is 

snowballing on Eritrea compel urgent removal of 

the dictatorial regime provides an added urgency to 

the core mission. The bottom-up approach of unit-

ing Eritrean democratic and civic resistance en-

sures Eritrean people’s engagement and ownership 

of the core mission. 

The core mission of Eritrean Democratic and Civic  

resistance gives life to a vision that can be shared 

by all.  In order to bring the core mission to frui-

tion and achieve liberty and freedom, the united 

democratic and civic resistance needs to crystalize 

a shared vision of all stakeholders.   Ensuring 

all Eritrean citizen’s ownership of their na-

tion and their future; enshrining the inaliena-

ble right of Eritrean citizen’s freedom to life, 

liberty and property;  protecting the freedom 

of all citizens by respecting the diverse and 

rainbow composition of the Eritrea people 

should be incorporated in the shared vision of 
the united democratic and civic resistance.  In 

order for a shared vision to grow and last 

through time it must be shaped by the shared 

view of all citizens. It should not be imposed 

from ideological leaders.  It has to evolve from 

the bottom up and emanate from the conviction 

and beliefs of Eritrean citizen.  As the great lead-

er and icon of struggle Mahatma Gandhi put it 

– “A small body of determined spirits fired by an 

unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the 

course of history”; Eritrean citizens that share 

core mission and vision can regain their liberty, 

freedom and dignity and establish a democratic 

system by removing the tyrannical regime. 

In order for a core mission and shared vision to 

be crystalized, core democratic and civic values 

need to be embraced and become a culture of the 

democratic resistance.  The core democratic val-

ues including:  tolerance. Respect for diversity, 

reciprocity and trust in each other — must be 

respected and practiced by all Eritrean citi-

zens.  The core values of our ancestors and the 

rich tradition of our society need to be respected 

and preserved. 

Furthermore, the guiding principles of the 

resistance need to be iden4fied and imple-

mented.  They include:  

a. People’s Sovereignty and Ci4zen Power: 

Eritrean united democra4c and civic re-

sistance should be guided by the princi-

ple of people’s sovereignty. Ar4cle 21 

(3) of Universal Declara4on of Human 

Rights states that “the will of the people 

shall be the basis of authority”.  The 

People/ci4zens are the source of legi4-

macy.  This has been used as a slogan 

and as a cover-up by poli4cal leaders for  
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too long, and always at the expense of 

the broader ci4zens.  Unlike the slogan-

eering that reduce people to “masses” 

led by “vanguards”, people’s sovereignty 

empower ci4zens and provides ci4zens to 

be co-creators of decisions.  It does not 

provide for hero-worship and blind obe-

dience.  People’s sovereignty and ci4zen 

power accept all ci4zens as equal stake-

holders.   

b. Democra4c rights and freedoms: various 

democra4c rights and freedoms emanate 

from people’s sovereignty.  They are nat-

urally God-given rights of each and every 

ci4zen.  They should not be limited or 

curtailed by ideologies, doctrines and 

other philosophies.  

c.  Various guiding principles including: 1) 

rule of law; 2) transparency;                             

3) accountability 4) regular and fair elec-

4ons 5) economic freedom and property 

rights, etc. need to be enshrined and im-

plemented at all levels.       

 

IV. Founda�on and forma�on of Eritrean 

United Democra�c and Civic Resistance 

The Eritrean United Democra4c and Civic 

Resistance’s founda4on and forma4on 

should be based on the following principles:  

a. Bo�om-up structure that provides free-

dom, liberty and responsibility of ci4zens 

in all aspect of their life. Bo�om-up 

structure provides all-inclusive plaKorm 

for all ci4zens to par4cipate in their own 

affairs. It creates trust and understanding 

of each other. Trust and understanding 

advances construc4ve decision making 

and successful implementa4on of pro-

grams.   

b.  Democra4c structure that facilitates full 

engagement of all ci4zens and stakehold-

ers. Democra4c structure provides effec-

4ve process of give and take in poli4cal  

decision making.  Moreover, it provides 

a space and opportunity to vet all issues 

comprehensively and to reach at an op4-

mum resolu4ons using available ci4zens’ 

wisdom.     

c. Accountable execu4on of poli4cal func-

4ons and programs:  Implementa4on 

and execu4on of programs and strate-

gies require individual accountability. 

The bo�om-up approach emphasizes 

that programs and ac4vi4es need to be 

executed with defined performance 

measures.  All involved are held ac-

countable for their performance.  

d. Dynamic and responsive organiza4onal 

structure that can meet ever-changing 

challenges of the struggle: The ever-

changing circumstances require that 

organiza4onal structures need to be 

adop4ve.  The superiority of bo�om-up 

approach’s over the top-down struc-

tures is that it compels leaders, actors 

and agents to be on top of their field 

and con4nuously strive to meet the ev-

er-changing challenges.  Since account-

ability and transparency are the guiding 

principles of bo�om-up approach, 

those who fail to adopt and change will 

be held accountable for their perfor-

mance.      

The main objec4ve of the bo�om-up ap-

proach is to unite and consolidate the Eri-

trean democra4c and civic resistance.  

Uni4ng ci4zens can be achieved by bringing 

ci4zens together through direct contact and 

communica4on.  Direct contacts and con-

struc4ve communica4on can build mutual 

understanding and experience.  It can be 

achieved by organizing ci4zens in a Local 

Ci�zen’s Chapter in their respec4ve locali-

ty/city.  

The local chapters, then, become the basic 

units of the global ci�zen’s solidarity for 

democra�c change.  They become the  
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founda4on and the main source of legi4macy 

for the united democra4c and civic resistant.  

Ci4zens are not only par4cipants in the chap-

ters but also ac4ve co-creators of decisions 

and ac4vi4es. The local ci4zen’s chapters 

democra4cally elect their board/commi�ee 

to lead and coordinate the united democra4c 

and civic resistance in their locality/city.      

In order to achieve their objec4ve of de-

fea4ng the tyrannical regime, local chapters 

need to be connected on a regional level by 

crea4ng na4onal/regional coordina4ng or-

gans.  The regional organ coordinates ac4vi-

4es of all chapters in the region.  It organizes 

periodic regional level events including semi-

nars, conferences, conven4ons, rallies and 

other ac4vi4es. The na4onal/regional level 

conven4on/conference evaluates past perfor-

mance and draws effec4ve opera4onal strate-

gies of resistance for the region.   

The local and regional chapters need to be 

connected globally to achieve their objec-

4ves. Global conference need to be convened 

as soon as the forma4on of na4onal/regional 

bodies is completed.  The global conference 

should be cons4tuted by representa4ves of 

the local ci4zens’ chapters and leaders of po-

li4cal organiza4ons, civic associa4ons, reli-

gious and community leaders and prominent 

Eritrean individuals. The purpose of the global 

conference may include approving road map 

and grand strategy of the resistance at the 

global level and elec4ng a global coordina4ng 

council of the resistance.  The global coordi-

na4ng council will become the official and 

legi4mate representa4ve of the global ci4-

zen’s solidarity for democra4c change.  

Concerted efforts of uni4ng Eritrean demo-

cra4c and civic resistance based on bo�om-

up approach underway in Northern America 

and Europe.  Dedicated, jus4ce seeking and 

democra4c minded Eritreans of all walks of 

life with different poli4cal persuasion are 

forming their local commi�ees and organizing  

their locali4es.  Moreover, they have       

already started to coordinate their           

ac4vi4es by establishing regional provision-

al coordina4ng organ.  The bo�om-up    

approach of uni4ng Eritrean democra4c 

and civic resistance is off to a posi4ve be-

ginning. It has started establishing promis-

ing plaKorms for engaging the youth, wom-

en, men, veterans and intellectuals. It is like 

bringing the Eritrean village (Adi/Ad/Are…) 

into every city and locality where Eritreans 

live and uni4ng the ci4zens to be co-

creators of their decisions and ac4vi4es.        

Furthermore, prominent Eritreans, media 

founda4ons, civic associa4ons are 4relessly 

mobilizing Eritreans in different parts of the 

world to unite.  They are calling Eritreans to 

rise and organize in unison for democra4c 

change.  Dr. Tewelde Tesfamariam - Wedi-

Vacaro has conducted an effec4ve campaign 

of mobilizing and educa4ng the Eritrean pub-

lic in diaspora for the last six months with 

great success.  Assena Founda4on’s Amanuel 

Eyasu has a successful tour to many ci4es to 

strengthen the bo�om-up approach and con-

solidate the media for the united democra4c 

and civic resistance.  Many dedicated Eritre-

an websites are informing and inspiring Eri-

treans in their democra4c and civic              

resistance.  

People-centered-bo�om-up approach of 

uni4ng Eritrean democra4c and civic re-

sistance and the establishment of global 

ci4zen’s solidarity for democra4c has the 

following advantages:  

1. Legi�macy of the Eritrean democra�c 

and civic resistance: the illegi4mate re-

gime is exploi4ng the absence of a legi4-

mate representa4ve in Eritrea. Bo�om-

up approach of organizing Eritrean ci4-

zens will be able to establish an official 

and legi4mate representa4ve of the Eri-

trean people with manageable effort 

and with our Eritrean resources at a 
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short 4me.  The legi4mate leadership will 

have the backing and the support of Eri-

trean ci4zens who are ac4vely involved 

in all aspects of the resistance.   

2. Las�ng Unity of All Eritreans:  the diffi-

cult task of na4onal unity and the unity 

of all Eritrean stakeholders will be 

grounded on the en4re Eritrean ci4zens.  

A legi4mate and an all-inclusive bo�om-

up approach would be a solid ground for 

na4onal unity and unity of all Eritreans 

irrespec4ve of their ethnicity, religion, 

gender or experience. Moreover, the uni-

ty will be based on ac4ve engagement of 

ci4zens to create results of na4onal har-

mony, na4on-building and the overarch-

ing need for peace and tranquility for the 

advancement of Eritrean society in all 

spheres of life.   

3. People’s Sovereignty and ci�zen’s pow-

er: The bo�om-up approach’s essence is 

people’s sovereignty generated from ci4-

zen’s power.  Ci4zens are the source of 

power. Their ac4ve engagement in na-

4onal decision-makings and ac4vi4es 

guarantees the success of the ac4vi4es.  

Ci4zen’s private self-interest and the 

common public interest will be balanced 

in an effec4ve and produc4ve manner 

for the benefit of all Eritreans irrespec-

4ve of their gender, religion, region or 

ethnicity.  

V. Conclusion:  

The na4on-state of Eritrea and the people of 

Eritrea are suffering under a tyrannical re-

gime.  The dire situa4on of Eritrea is going 

from worse to worst by the day. Majority of 

Eritreans are now opposing the regime. A 

mul4tude of poli4cal and civic organiza4ons 

and associa4ons and broad based and civic 

minded ci4zens are calling and working for 

democra4c change in Eritrea.   However, the 

mul4ple poli4cal and civic en44es  and the  

broader civic minded ci4zens are not effec-

4vely organized and united to successfully 

challenge and defeat the dictatorial regime.  

Top-down a�empts of unity and alliances 

were undergoing for the last decade and 

half with li�le or no results. Poli4co-military 

culture, fragmenta4on and top-down ap-

proaches have been hindering the re-

sistance from achieving the desired unity 

for democra4c change.   Using people cen-

tered, ci4zen owned and civic driven effec-

4ve bo�om-up approach of uni4ng and or-

ganizing Eritrean democra4c and civic re-

sistance is urgently needed. The bo�om-up 

approach with its civic and democra4c ten-

ets and prac4ces will help transform the 

outdated poli4co-military culture into civic 

and democra4c culture by building civic ca-

pacity of Eritrean ci4zens and their ins4tu-

4ons.  

Moreover, Eritrean democra4c and civic 

resistance need to clarify its core mission, 

crystalize its shared vision and build a ci4-

zen based bo�om up ins4tu4ons to achieve 

the desired objec4ves of democra4c 

change.  Furthermore, a wining grand strat-

egy with clear goals and objec4ves should 

be drawn and an effec4ve execu4on mech-

anism should be built to unleash Eritrean 

ci4zen’s capaci4es to defeat the tyrannical 

regime and build a peaceful cons4tu4onal 

democra4c system of governance in Eritrea.   

Victory to Eritrean United Democra4c and 

Civic Resistance! 

 

Glory to our Martyrs! 

April 5, 2014 


